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“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, and endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
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47™ Absence from home has prevented 
the editor from noticing sundry occur- 
rences which will be attended toas soon 
as leisure is afforded. 


Maxima illecebra est peccandi impunita- 
tis spes.—CiIcERO. 
It appears that some of the advocates 
ef Siavery in Kentucky and Missouri are 
getting exeessively alarmed at the pro- 


gress of the liberal principles of freedom} 


and justice in the South western St 


They perceive that the friends of gente} 
ine republicanism are continually in-f 
ereasing in numbers, and daily gaining} 


strength. They dread the idea of an ex- 
posure of their usurpations, and a cur- 
tailment of the privileges they have de- 
rived therefrom; and they tremble in the 
expectation that the Lion of American 
despotism will be overcome by those in- 
fant Hercules’s the Emancipators. The 
principles of Universal Liberty, like the 
deluge of old, will yet overwhelm the 
eorruptions in the political world, and 
the miserable sons of avarice will lose 
their influence as did a greater part of 
our antedeluvian ancestors their exis- 
tence. The probability of this is becom- 
ing more and more apparent. In most 
parts of Christendom, Public Opinion 
has long been tainted with the ulcerous 
gangrene of superstitious folly and feu- 

al wickedness, but yielding to the reno- 
vating influence of virtue and apostolic 
purity, its march will be with power, and 
tyranny and oppression, whatever shape 
they may assume, must vanish before it. 

Since the removal of this work from 
Ohio to Tennessee, my editorial conduct 
has been made the subject of pretty se- 
vere criticism; and lest I may be charg- 
ed with impoliteness, or a neglect of 
courtesy towards a few gentlemen Edi- 
tors, 1 consider it proper to notice some 
of their remarks, which were designed 
to have a bearing upon me. 

The editor of a paper entitled “The 
Columbian,” published at Menderson, 
Ky. has stepped forth in detence of the 

ious and disgusting principle of Slave- 
ry, and altho’ he acknowledges it te be a 











“national evil,” proctiinles his press te 
uphold the horrid system, In the early 
part of the last summer a writer in the 
paper alluded to, as well as the editor 
himself, made an attack ‘upon the Aboli- 
tion Intelligencer. The editor of the 
Intelligencer took some notice thereof, 
but I did not at that time know that F 
had also been complimented by the gen- 
tlemen. Accopy of the Columbian was 












rected to me at Mount Pleasant, but in 
semaequence of my removal, as aforesaid, 
sr saw it until lately: This is the 
Bason why it has not been noticed 
sooser. Having but little room in this 
number, I shall insert the editorial arti- 
cle from the Columbian, and accompany 
it with a few notes. | 

A writer in the St. Genevieve “Cor- 
respondent,” has also given mea rap over 
the knuckles, for which I “owe him at 
least, one.”’ 

_ Frow the Columbian. 

“Several persons in this and the ad- 
joining states seem to have been lately 
seized with the emancipation manig 
among the most prominent may be reck- 
oned a Mr. Benjamin Lundy, and Mc 
John Finley Crow, who push their vi- 
sionary schemes with the ardor of younp 
enthusiasts, (2) and appear to place their. 
hopes of success ina course of proceed- 
ing little calculated to ensure it— 
Slavery is undoubtedly a national evil, 
but we conceive that the measures ne- 
cessary to remove it, are very different 
from those advocated. by many who 
write against it. (6) If it be, (and there 
can be no doubt of it) a correct maxim, 
that ignorance is the parent of vice, (c) 
what would be the consequence of ar 
immediate (d) emancipation of our nu- 
merous black population? An influx of 
every description of crime, a demorali- 
zation of society, and the complete des 
truction ofa great portion of the produc- 
tive industry (¢) of our country, This 
being the case, the only safe course to be 

ursued in this exigency, is very obvious. 
tthem be enlightened first, ( f ) that 
they may be fitted for becoming useful 
members of the community to which 





they may eventaally beleng: wirich tm offt 
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Opinion, ought to be as far removed as 
ossible from their present residence; 
and then transport them gradually to 
the coast of Africa, which there is no 
doubt isthe most proper place for their 
future location. As freemen, in the true 
gense of the word, they could never ex- 
ist in these states. Although the law 
might give them the right, custom would 
witbhold it from them, (g) and they could 
not vg! dee same advantages, nor as- 
pire te the same privileges, with regard 
to their eligibility to office and standing 
in society, as the whites. 
_ We have been led thus to give our 
views on this subject, by some remarks 
in the * Abolition Intelligencer,’ accusing 
us of approbating a writer destitute of 
‘candor and moral honesty;’ we wouid 
inform our fellow editor, that the 
of ‘Non Emancipator’ was m 
transient person, (h) and has long 
left this place, and therefore may not 
have the pleasure of some, his re- 
marks, We are not prepared to say 
whether his charges against the Intelli- 
gover: are well founded or not, as we 
ave seen only ene number of that pa- 
r; but in our humble opinion, some of 
r. Crow’s positions are as untenable as 
any of ‘Non Emancipator’s;?’ Mr. Crow 
gays, ‘that the proud spiritof man in 
them (the slaves) is broken,’ and asks, 







ny the fact” Yes, we think he can with 
propriety deny it, and assert that they 
never did possess any such spirit, and a 
little acquaintance with them will con- 


base motives, 


tions eegee from very 
t little of that 


and that they have very 


He triumphantly exclaims, ‘the benign 
‘and heaven born religion of our favored 
land gives no countenance to such con- 
duct;” that is, we suppose, to holding 
slaves. If this modern oracle consults 
his bible, he will find many passages, 
which if they co not directly advocate 
slavery, will abundantly prove it was ex- 
tensively practised by the chosen people 
of God, and that even the writers of the' 


word which, when used by them in the 
sense we have quoted it, always signified 
- plaves (k) “to be obedient to them that 
are your masters, according to the flesh.’” 
‘These are the words of the pious, learn-| 
ed and eloquent St. Paui, written ata pe- 


infinitely worse than it is now, for their 
owners then possessed the power of life 
and death. v) Can any rational man 
suppose that St. Paul did not possess.as 
much genuine compassion for their de- 
plorable situation, as any of these modern 
pretenders to superabundant humanity? 
yet he was contented to take things as 
he found them, (m) and incited every one 
toa faithful discharge of the duties of 
that situation in life in which they had 
been placed by Divine Providence. Had 
he been an emancipator of the stamp of 
Lundy, Crow and others, his langua 
would have been, “be ye disobedient te 
them that are your masters, for they have 
no right to your services. (7) 
NOTES AND REMARKS. 

a. Nothing is more common than for 
those to be charged with enthusiasm whe 
endeavour to expose and eradicate the 
corruptions and abuses in society, espe- 
cially if they shew any degree of activi- 
ty and use proper exertions to effect their 
object. From the day of Nimrod dowa 
to the present moment, there has exist- 
ed in the breasts of some, a disposition 
to trample on the rights of their fellow 
creatures; and in most cases, those whe 
possess the power to “lord it over God’s 
heritage,” are willing to hold on to it 
while they can live at their ease, and riot 
in luxury at the expense of others, re- 

rdless of reason, justice, or mercy.— 

Yo matter what may be the title by 
which they are distinguished, or the sta- 
tion they occupy, whether King, Prince, 
feudal Lord, or Negro Baron, the obser- 
vation will hold good with all of them. 

b. ‘This acknowledgment comes with 
a very ill grace from one who volunteers 
himself as the champion and advocate 
slaveholders and slave-dealers; and the 
sequel of the paragraph plainly shows 
that he is anxious to find fault witheut a 
cause; for he admits that to effect the li- 
beration of the black pepulation, the 
same measures must be adepted that are 
recommended by the advocates of eman- 
cipation generally. 

‘. Why then,in the name of com- 
mon sense, are the slaves in our country 
kept in ignorance? : 

d. Nobody urges an “immediate” li- 
beration of the slaves. The friends of 
emancipation recommend the 
abolition of the system.—Tbe uent 
repetition of the insinuation serves’ te 
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is not very honorable to them. 
e. Wouldit be a means of effecting a 
«complete destruction” of the “produc- 


tive industry of our country,” if our ig-' 


norant and degraded slaves were con- 
verted into intelligent citizens, or if they 
were removed, and their place filled by 
suchP—-Would not freemen make as 
good artisans, and would not our lands 
produce as well as they now do, if culti- 
vated by patriot hsnd 

ff. Phat is precisely what we wish; 
but why do you not assist us in it, instead 
of laying upon us “burdens grevious to 
be borne, without even touching them 
with one of your little fingers?” 

g. Pardon me, my friend, when I 
state it as my candid opinion that all this 
is sheer nonsense. A wicked and sill 


‘ custom would vanish when they as well 


as ourselves, should become enlighten- 
ed. 

h. One of those inhuman villians, a 
slave trader, no doubt. 

i. I ask pasdon again, for expressing 
my most unqualified dissent from the 
doctrine thus held ferth, “Human na- 
ture is all in all.”? And moreover, all 
men are created equal.”—So says our 
declaration of independence. But there 
is no necessity for multiplying observa- 
tions on thishead. Any person conver- 
sant with history can at once perceive 
the weakness and futility of such argu- 
ment. We, yes, WE,have derived our 
knowledge of the arts and sciences from 
the blacks. And altho they make a 
sorry appearance among us, a majority 
of slavehoiders need not be told how the 
“proud spirit of man may be broken,” or 
even how he may be degraded to a 
level with the brute creation. Touching 
that point, they could easily furnish us 
with lessons of instruction. 

k. There is nothing which appears more 
to the mind 
of a Christian and a Philanthropist, than 
an attempt to wrest the Sacred Scrip- 
tures to suit the unholy purposes of the 
advocates of oppression. I boldly assert 


; that neither this writer nor any other 


can find a single in the New Tes- 
tament that will justify the belief that 
any who were instrumental in teaching 
its doctrines ever countenanced the 
2 of perpetual slavery; and further, 
I unhesitatingly challenge him to produce 
facts to substantiate his argument. 

l, Infinitely worse than itis now!” 
This is morally impossible; fer ia mapy 


parts of vur country there ‘is nothing to 
preveut the master from exercising a 


but life; and even in case of actual mur- 
der, there have been frequent instances 


missed on the payment of a paltry fine, 
the amount of which had previously bees 
wrested from the hard earnings of the 
victim!'!—[s not this “possessing the 
power of life and death?’ . 

m. If Paul “was contented to take 
things as he found them,” and did not 
wish to introduce any change, why did 
he preach so much?—He must, (if this 
be true) have been a very inconsistent 
man! 

oe pees Ret my friend, thee 
will get no fee for putting such langu 
as) in our ouaathar for it is och 

v e never been willing to utter. 
‘Yo say the least of it, the attempt to palm 
such sentiments upon us, betrays a wan- 
ton and malignant disposition, tp misre- 
present our thoughts and actions, and is 
best treated by asilent contempt. Some 
little allowance must however be made 
for the delicate situation of the advo- 
cates of slavery. Owing to the badness of 
their cause, they are under the necessity 
of imputing to the friends ef ipa- 
tion motives which ry daw ever 
claimed, or they would have a0 grounds 
for argument, 


— 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipati 
(Continued from 140, Fol. £) 
Thirdly. And unless forfeited by some 
crime against the just laws of their coun- 
try, they are equally entitled to their lib- 






erty. 

This proposition would be selt evi- 
dent, among a peopie who acknowledge 
“all men by nature free,” had not avae 
rice drawn a veil over the understand- 
ing of our nominal republicans, and so- 
paietry set up her standard as reason. 

ence, in this enlightened christian land, 
and among a people too whese motto ie 
“liberty and equal rights,” it has become 
necessary to prove that “all men are by 
nature free:” a fact which strongly cor- 
roborates the truth of an ancient 
that, “It is easier to than to prac 
ao avy er far famed, in 

is res justly stigmatized 
has, ar ras 7 he revolution, | 
presente the equal right which all 
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e to this invaluable 










ell of life: where,(tell it not i 
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lish it not in Askelon,) at this very day 
there groan beneath the scourge of Amer- 
ican task masters, two Aundred thousand 
human beings, whose greatest crime is 
their impotence and sable hue! Well 
may it be said, woe unto you, ye boast- 


el republican United States, hypocrites, 


fer you are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful without, 
but are within tull of dead men’s bones, 
and all uncteanliness. Woe unto you, 
for ye lade ‘men with heavy burdens, and 
grieveous to be borne, but ye yourselves 
touch ‘not the burdens with one of your 
little fingers. 
Odjection. But it is said slaves are 

pogst se caghed guaranteed by law. 

“To the antecedent part of this asser- 
tion, I answer, that cannot be, 


his 
very sufficient reason: they are aden 
“all men are by nature free.” ice 
cannot have made them your property, 
for justice they have not offended. Nei- 
ther can it be religion; for siavery is1n- 
eonsistent with-her heavenly disposition; 
Shenever can rivet the fetters of a slave. 
On the contrary, within her happy do- 
minion-,behold him clothed in the gar- 
mertsof humility, his countenance beam- 
ing with love, breaking the heavy yoke, 
and saying to. the oppressed go free.— 
There the shackles of slavery fall. There 
the wound of tyranny is healed. ‘There 
the reign of usurpation ceases. [n short, 
there man is permitted to walk with 
countenance erect, and receive his Cre- 
ator’s benediction of liberty and equality. 






those by which man is made a slaves 
funded upon fundamental principles and 
consistent with our declaration of rights. 
Objection. But they are ours by con- 
tract and fair purchase. 3 
Ah, indeed! did not you lose a horse 
some time since? Yes, he was stolen out 
of my stable, taken about fifty miles and 
sold to a gentleman as a match horse, for 
one hundred and forty dollars. ‘Then [ 
suppose you gothim again. Upon my 
word if he had not given him up he should 
have smoked for his pains. And perhaps 
justly too. But you doubtless paid the 
gentleman his one hundred and ‘forty 
dollars again. NotI, indeed. ‘Though, 
todo him justice, I believe he had no 
suspicion the horse was stolen; still he 
was my property, and as such he became 
accountable, and must seek his redress 
from the person of whom the purchase 
was made. Do you think the gentlemar 
was entirely innocent? Undoubtedly. I 
dare not harbour any other thought, tho’ 
he might perhaps have acted rather im- 
prudently, in making too hasty a pur- 
chase. Very probably: but do you not 
hold life, liberty,and the pursuit of happi- 
ness, to belong naturaly to every man, 
and that they cannot justly be taken 
froin him, except as a forfeiture for some 
crime, or by his own consent? Most cer- 
tainly I do: deny him these, and you 
degrade him toa level with brutes, sub- 
ject to become the servile drudge ef eve- 
ry petty tyrant that may please to act 
the lordling overhim. Well which right 


But would you behold a complication of}are we te consider most sacred, that 


injustice, tyranny, heathenism, pride, 


which proceeds immediately from the 


criminal incest, and unrestrained pas-;hand. of Heaven, or that which is acquir- 


sions, on the one hand, and of degra- 
dation, ignorance, and wretchedaess 
the most abject, on the other, turn 


— eyes to yonder despots riviting their 


ellish shackles on the sable sons of the 
torid regions; and rioting on the fruits 
of their brother’s toil, wrested from them 
by laws, the injustice of which was ne- 


Pagan idolatry or Popish superstition — 
They are guaranteed tous bylaw. This 
isadmitted, But they are laws against 
nature, reason, justiee, and christianity. 
‘Laws, not of right, but of power. Laws, 
founded on usurpation, and supported by 
tyranny. ‘And it is believed to be an in- 
contravertible truth, thatjust so far as 


_ © fthe.laws enacted by highwaynien to se- 
..@ -Cure.the property procured by rapine & 
%. 4pjunder, are jusu 


« €H%% 


edr It must be the former, seeing it can- 
not be bartered er transferred to another, 
but the latter may be sold, given away, 
or thrown into public stock, for the ben- 
efit ef the community. Now you are 
certainly aware that the right of proper- 
ty in the horse, is acquired, but the right 
which the negro has to his liberty is con- 


‘ver excelled, even in the darkest ages of! ferred upon him from his earliest infancy: 


it is his by birthright, his by nature, and 
‘his by the will of Omnipotence. Upon 
your own principle then, horse theft is 
not se v8 2 as man stealing. The 
horse thief takes the man’s property; but 
you slaveholders take theman. Hesteals 
torimself; you empioy others to steal 
for you. He takes the property of ano- 
ther, and sells it ashis own; you: hold 
your own offspring in slavery for life, ot 





le, Just so fac are/sell them to your accomplices in ingul | 
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ty. He acts in direct violation of the 
laws of.the land, and subjects himself, if 
taken, to its penalties; you render man 
a brute, and enact laws to give a sanc- 
tion to your unhallowed work. . He, in 
practising his nefarious designs, renoun- 
ees all claim to morality or the endear- 
ing name of Christian; you. hypocritical- 
ly profess to conform to the doctrines 
and spirit of the gospel, and bow. before 
the throne of a God, who we are assured 
is of purereyes than to behold iniquity, 
with any degree of approbation; and who 
when the foolish virgins cry, Lord! Lord! 
open unto us, will declare, “though you 
Lave prophecied in my name, and in my 
name done many wonderful works, yet L 
_ know you not,depart from me ye workers 
ef iniquity.” Hence, theugh you justly 
execrate the horse thief, and heap upon 
bim the penalties of the law, yet, upona 
fair comparison your conduct is as much 
worse than his, as the glimmering of the 
small star is less brilliant than the lustre 
ef the midnight moon. 


“Qh then, how blind to all that ‘truth re- 
quires, 

Who think it justice, when a part aspires, 

And call it freedom when themselves are 
free.” HUMANITAS. 


= 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation: 


IRENEUS TO SOPHRON IA. 
NO. VII. May, 1822. 
Endeared Sister: 

My attention is continual- 
ly kept awake to the novelties that sur- 
round me, and the various objects that 
present themselves to my notice, afford 
a wide field for busy and anxious thought; 
nor are the notions of many. of the popu- 
lar prefessors of religion, of these times, 
among the least of the items, which ex- 
cite my astonishment, and animadversien. 
| By continuing salong amongst the pro-| 
fessing christians, noticed in some of my 
former communications, [ have formed 
an acquaintance with several of them of 
| different characters, and of different no- 
}, tions, respecting what is justifiable, and 
| what is not, in the lives and conduct of 











~ 


Among my late acquaintances, not the 
_ least conspicuous,is Ecotasiasticus In- 
| JUSTITIA, who is a zealous propagator of 
what he terms, the doctrines of the Gos- 








pel.’ Ecciesiasticus -is a slaveholder, | 
though he acknowledges slaveholding to 


Se.wrong; and that alavery is a crime, ' 


byt palliates his offence by pleading the 
difficulty of freeing them, under the pre« 
sent existing laws—by comfortable ac- - 
commodations afforded te them and by 
promising to liberate them, by Wil, at hie 
death. He has so far quieted his con- 
science through the medium of these pal- 
tiatives, that in his public exhibitions, he 
frequently exults in the happy. prospect: 
of himself, and his slaves, with multitudes 
of others, in the ike situation, “all. get- 
ting to heaven tegether;” but whether he. 
has anticipated a kitchen for the. blacks 
in that happy region, or not, Ihave ne- 
ver re heard him say. If Ecclesiasticus 
would but seriously consider that he is 
i in an acknowledged sin, he cer- 
juld have more reasons. for en- 
ng doubts, than hopes of that 
blissful event. . There appears to be 
something quite paradoxical in the.no- 
tions of friend cclesiasticus;—he ac- 
knowledges slave holding to be a sin, 
and yet he lives in the daily act of what 
he condemns; ror does he. intend to put 
away his sin, until he can live no longer. 
in it; whenthe same obstructions to it.. 
will stand in the way then, as do now, & 
when palliatives will no longer be. able 
to assauge the guilt of a man whose lim. 
itis, that men must be saved from sin, 
in life, or not at all! 

If slave holding be wrong or sin, then 
it is an unholy thing; and as nothing 
that is unholy or unclean can enter into 
heaven, how can Ecclesiasticus, who lives 
in an unholy act, expect to find. admit- 
tance toa holy region, with, or without 
his slaves, till he is purified from his un-. 
holiness, which cannot take place but in 
his life time, (upon his ewn principles) 
nor then, until he has broken off. his sin 
by righteousness, in restoring the righé 
of freedom to those from whom he is now. 
withholding it? I am afraid that Eccle-. 
siasticus pays more attention to his tem- 
poral interests, in all his religious profes- 
sions, than he dees te his spiritual;-aod 
that he is less concerned for t: e rights of 
man, than he is for the accumulation of 
wealth; otherwise, in his circumstances, 
he might convey his slaves to some place, 
where he could emancipate them without: 
detriment, and settle them comfortably. 
for life, even upon their own past earns 
ings. 

f Ecclesiasticus had not acknowledge 
ed slaveholding to be acrime, the incone, 
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that he is living in an act of injustice, 
which he does not intend to cease from 
till death, when it shall be out of his pow- 
er to be unjust any longer, discovers a 
mind tinctured with insanity, or under 
the influence of some fatal delusion! It 
appears to me that he is a secret senti- 
mental slave holder, and acts the hypo- 
crite, by saying that slavery is a crime, , 
to gain the esteem ofa party, or else that) 
he is sinning against the dictates of his 
own conscience, and is promising him-| 
self heaven upon——no body knows 
what foundation! If either of these be 
his situation, what sort ofa leader of the 
people must he be? or what kind of a 
christian is he to be a pattern for others 
to follow?—Will they not both fall into 
the ditch? 

If Eeclesiasticus secretly believes that 
the act of slave holding is justifiable, and 
that he can support it upon Gospel prin- 
ciples, what need of his dissembling?—If 
slave holding be according to the truth 
and design of Gospel religion; if it be 
honest; it it be just; if it be pure; if it be 
lovely; if it be of good report as a pious 
practice; and if it be a virtuous, and a 
praise worthy thing inthe sight of God, 
Angels, and good men, as the Apostie 
~ epjoinson all christians to attend to, as 
@ final injunction,* thera wh should | 
he, or any other man, emancipate his 
slaves at his death, or at any other time 
previous toit, seeing that the more chris- 
tian virtues he possesses, and the great- 
er number of slaves he has, the more 
conspicuous will be his works of righte- 
ousness in the true, honest, just, pure, 





‘both! 


thing else that is valuable, declaresit to 
be, then those who withhold from their 
fellow men their birthright of freedom, 
are living in known sin, without, or only 
with the intention of repenting of it at 
death, when, in all probability, it will be 
finally too late; and many, very many 
bequeath them as a legacy to their heirs, 
and leave the world without remorse for 
their last act of violence and injustice! 
What a disposition have mankind for ac- 
quiring the happiness of heaven and earth 
And how many thousands of the 
same human family are made miserable 
through life by another part of it, that 
they may increase their own happiness 
or pleasures in the wealth and splendors 
of this world; and then, by patching up, 
and putting on a linsey-woolsey religion, 
composed of Christian, Jewish and hea- 
thes customs and manners, dream of en- 
joying also, the happiness of heaven; and 
so work up their passions by a groundless 
anticipation of future bliss, that they 
frequently exult,as ifin the possession 
of it, in the oppressions and other anti- 
christian acts of their lives! 

I have no doubt that many, both of the 
Clergy and Laity, are standing on the 
same slippery precipice that Ecclesias- 
ticus is, and { think it would be well for 
them to examine the ground on whicb 
they walk, and enter into a full and fair 
investigation, both of their principles & 
practices, and see how they do, or do 
not accord with pure Gospel holiness, as 
nothing short of that will stand the test 
in the tremendous hour ot trial; and tho’ 
men may quiet the clameurs of consci- 











lovely, reputable, virtuous, and praise- | ence for a while, by the palliations of law, 
worthy fruits of slave holding, and the| custom, and the like, yet it will at length 
better it will certainly be with him when awake with redoubled energy, when the 
he comes to render an account of his|judge of all the earth shall decide on the 
stewardship—when the plaudit of “well actions of men, whether good or evil ;—~ 
done good and faithful servant, thou hast | not according to the laws of states, the 
been faithful over a few things; I will|customs of a country, the examples of 
make thee ruler over many things, enter/high professing nominal christians, or 


thou,” &c. shall be pronounced upon 'the difficulties that may seem to stand ia | 
to the | 


him. ithe way of duty, but according 
But, on the other hand—If slavery and first principles of unsullied justice and 
slave holding be contrary to the nature equity, being the immutable laws ot his 
and attributes of the Deity—if it be dis-|nature, given to mankind as a rule of life 
honest, anjust, impure, hateful, dishon-|and of judgment! Time has been when 
orable, vicious, scandalous, and worthy |the sin of slave holding was attended 
of being despised, as I think the con-|with fewer aggravated circumstances 
science of Ecclesiasticus tells him it is; than it is at the present day, in general; 
and as nature, grace, religion, morality,|but for a clergyman, or any other chris- 
humanity, reason, justice, and every tian professor to confess now, that it is 
:ao\neeenenpemnneree rene a crime, & yet live in the voluntary pets 
*Phillippians, iv. 9, I 








petration of it, is a serious consideratiqy” — 
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The subject of slavery is the more aw- 
ful, as it involves thousands of men and 
women in a dilemma, as it respects both 
temporal and eternal things, and from 
which the difficulty of extrication increa- 
ses by continuance or repetition:-—The 
sin of oppression, with all its aggravated 
gircumstances of example, and anjust 
domination, with their concomitants, de- 
scends from sire to son, from one generati- 
on to another; whilst,on the part of the op- 

essed, illegal subjugation, privations 
innumerable, a state of entire vassalage, 
and ignorance unparalleled, continue 
from age to age in hopeless succession! 
But if these things had their final termi- 
nation in this life, the case, though hard, 
would not de so painful; but when it is 
reflected that their consequences extend 
beyond the grave, what mind can remain 
unimpressed?—To the sin of injustice 
in withholding a fellow mortal’s right 
from him, to have added, the sin of impe- 
rious and despotic usage, personal abuse 
and insulting language, and other enor- 
mities consequent on slave holding; with 
the influence of these evil examples on 
the minds of the rising generations who see 
them; and also on the slaves themselves, 
may have the pernicious effect of sinking 
them down into more horrid habits of 
vice, than the uninfluenced corruptions 
of nature would attempt, and so both the 
one and the other come to be ingu!phed 
in confirmed wickedness here, and in 

erdition hereafter! ‘That there isa pos- 
sibility of both masters and slaves get- 
ting to hell together, { agree; - but of the 
possibility ef ‘both masters and slaves 
all getting to heaven together, is with me, 
3 doubtful case!!! 

That the subject may be duly consid- 
ered by men, and weighed in the balance 
of their minds, divested of prejudice and 
self interest, is the desire of your affecti- 


onate brother. 
IRENEUS, 


= 
SLAVE TRADE. 

Ain Address to the Inhabitants of Eu- 
rope, on the Iniguity of the Slave 
Trade; issued by the Religious Socie- 
tyof Friends, commonly called Qua- 
kers, in Great Britain and Ireland. 

(Copied from a pamphlet lately publish- 

ed in England.) 

Many years have now elapsed since 
the attention of the Religious Society of 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, was 
fitet tarned te the gubject of the Slave; 


Trade. Such was. the conviction of its 
iniquity, that it was felt to be- a duty to 
represent to all in the same religious pro- 
fession, the sufferings to which the na- 
tives of Africa were subjected, by being 
forcibly torn from their native seil, an 
condemned to cruel bondage on a foreign 
shore. 

The Society proceeded further: un+ 
der a sense of the enormity of the crime, 
a regulation was made upwards of sixty 
years ago, which has continued in force 
unto the present time, that those whd 

ersisted in “the unrighteous traffic in 

egroes;’™ after pains kid been taken to 
convince them of their error, should no 
longer be considered as its member,-- 
And as such as are in religious connexion 
}with us, have been uniformly warned not 
to partake of the gain of oppression, not 
to defile themselves with any profits a- 
rising from this species of injustice, we 
trust that we shall obtain full credit 


when we alledge, that we have no com-_ 


mercial or political end whatever to an- 
swer, by thus advocating the cause of the 
oppressed. We plead on the simple but 
firm basis of Christian principle. 

In common with many virtuous & be- 
nevolent characters of our own nation, 
we felt it to be a Christian duty, to aid 
in diffusing among our fellow country- 
men information on the horrors of the 
trade; and in soliciting our government 
to pass a law, for the termination of a 
commerce, at once barbarous and iniqui- 
tous. And we participated in feelings 
of joy on behelding that, notwithstanding 
there were great and numerous obstacles 
in the outset, andin the progress, of the 
work of humanity, the sense of the great 
bulk ofthe inhabitants of these Islands 
was soclearly seen and yielded to by 
our Rulers, that this stain ou our nation- 
al character was ultimately effaced, in 
1807, by an act of the Irish Legisla- 
ture;—many of the members of which 
not only acknowledge the injustice of the 
trade, but nobly and successfully united 
their unwearied efforts to hasten its sup- 
pression. 

We have rejoiced to hear that the res- 
pective Governments of those countries 
whose subjects are still implicated is 
the traffic, have proceeded so far as they 
have hitherto done towards its abolition; 
but we have learned with deep regret 
and sorrow, that it is still pursued to & 








*Yearly Meeting, 1761 
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great and truly lamentable extent, and 
that under circumstances of aggravated 
cruelty, by the subjects of those very 

wers. Wehear that numerous vessels 
are still hovering along the shores of Af- 
rica, to procure cargoes of human beings, 
and transport them to distant lands, 
whence they are designed never “to re- 
turn. In faet we hear, and that from 
undoubted authority, that the trade which 
the Congress of Vienna in 1814 pronoun- 
eed to be “the desolation of Africa, the 
degradation of Europe, and the afflicting 
scourge of humanity,” has been carried 
on with increased eagerness in the course 
of last year. 

It is under the influence of Christian 
Jove and good will, that we are now en- 
gaged to express our interest on behalf 
of this injured people. - In thus introdu- 
cing-ourselves. to the notice of our Conti- 
nental neighbors, we feel that we need 
not offer any apology, considering them 
as our brethren, as the children of one 
nniversal Parent, as fellow professors, of 
a belief in one and the same merciful Sa- 
viour. ‘The same feelings which lead us 
to consider the natives of France, of 
Spain, of Holland, of Portugal, and of 
the other nations of Europe, as our bre- 
thren, induce us to extend this endearing 
appellation to the inhabitants of Africa. 
Our heavenly Father has made of one 
blood all nations of men that dwell upen 
the face of the earth; and we are all the 
objects of that great redemption, which 
comes by our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. And although the kindreds of 
the earth are divided into distinct com- 
munities and nations, we are all bound 
one unto another by the ties of love, of 
brotherly kindness and compassion. But 
the nations of Europe are united by an 
additional bond. _To them has been 
granted a blessing, which has not hith- 
erto been enjuyed by the greater part of 
the natives of Africa: this blessing, this 
invaluable treasure is the Bible, in which 
is contained the record of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

Permit us then, as fellew professors of 
the Cristian name, to remind you of the 
complicated iniquity of the Slave Trade. 
Possessed ot a superior force, which he 
has acquired by a greater knowledge of 
the dreadful arts of naval and military 
warfare, the Slave trader visits the ceasts 
of unoffending Africa. He employs his 
agents to tear her inhabitants.frum their 
country, their families, and their friends; 


to burn their villages, and ravage their 
fields; to spread terror and dessolation 
through their peaceful dwellings. He 
/foments wars between neighbouring 
chieftains in order to supply bimself with 
their subjects, the victims of his avarice. 
Having thus either stolen or bought his 
fellow men, who are equally with him- 
self entitled to their liberty, and of which 
he possesses no right whatever te de- 
prive them, he hurries them to the vessel 
that may be waiting in some adjoming 
creek, to receive the objects of his cruel- 
ty; or he chains them with iron fetters, 
or loads them with heavy yokes, & drives 
them like the beasts of the field to the 
shores. ‘There new distresses await 
them; they are violently conveyed om 
board the ships stationed to receive them, 
stowed beside each other like bales of 
goods, and conveyed across the Atlantic 
to the place of their destination. The 
horrors of this passage cannot be ade- 
quately described even by those whe 
have been witnesses of them. Faint, then, 
must be the idea we can form of the sit- 
uation of upwards of three hundred be- 
ings, in a comparatively small vessel, 
each limited to so narrow a space, that 
it often happens they cannot Jie on their 
backs.— Here they are subjected tu mis- 
erable reflections—for the power of re- 
flection in common with us they undoubt- 
ly possess—on the past, the present, and 
the future. ‘lheir shrieks, and cries,and 
groans, ought to be sufficient to excite 
pity in the hardest heart. Arbitrary, 
cruel power is often exercised to srevent 
those attempts at insurrection, to which 
their situation prompts them. And such 
is their state of desperation, that they are 
often ready to have recourse to suicide. 
The noxious and pestilential effluvia, that 
arise from their close confinement be- 
tween decks, (which are often not more 
than three feet apart,)or from the illness of 
their companions, produce loss of appe- 
tite, disease,and in many instances suf- 
focation, and other distressing forms of 
death. And here Jet us bear in mind, 
that these cruelties are practised in vio- 
lation of the laws of many of the nations 
of Europe, and that the Slave dealers in 
their attempts toelude the operations of 
the law, have recourse to fresh acts of 
oppression to accomplish their wicked 
designs. 

When released from their horrible pri- 
son, the surviving slaves are exposed to 
sale Ike cattle, and consigned to pase 
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their days in the loss of liberty, far sep- 
arated from their nearest earthly ties, 
and exposed to such acts of domineering 
violence, as a capricious master or his de- 
pendents may be disposed to exercise.— 
Sach is the cruelty practised upon thou- 
gauds and tens of thousands of innocent 
sufferers, not by men who might attempt 
to palliate their conduct on the plea of 
retaliating injuries; but by those who, 
when they themselves are enjoying the | 
blessing of liberty, when the comforts of | 
social life are wifhin their reach, leave. 
their native land for the sake of sordid 
gain, and spread desolation, distress, & 
misery, Aamongsta people who have ne- 
ver injured them. May the nations of 
Europe consider in time the awful con- 
sequences that await such accumulated 
uilt! 

The arguments of the Christian, like 
the religion from which they are derived, 
are plain and simple, but they are in 
themselves invincible. ‘Lhe Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is a system of 
peace, of love, of mercy, and of good will. 
The Slave Trade is a system of fraud & 
rapine, of violence and cruelty. ‘The 
Author of our Salvation, when he took 
upon him our nature, set us a perfect ex- 
omple of piety and virtue. Lie went a- 
bout doing good to the bodies and souls 
ofmen. He taught his disciples that the 
evil dispositions and passions of men are 
not to be indulged, but that they are to be 
restrained by the power of his Spirit act- 
ing upon his soul. His parables teach 
us the happy effects of a religious life.— 
His miraculous cures bespeak a tender 
compassion for the sufferings and afflic- 
tions of man. His discourses inculcate 
disinterested, genuine humanity, The 
man who traffics in the lives and liberties 
of his fellow-beings, goes forth to gratify 
the malevolent passions of selfishness 
avarice; he does violence to all the tender 
feelings of humanity, and spreads around 
him distress and terror.—Our blessed 
Redeemer has taught us pure, impartial 
Ose in this plain, but most important 
anguage, All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them.”* The Slave ‘i'rader, in open 
violation of this injunction, acts towards 
others in a way which he would use eve- 
ry meansin his power to resist, if it were 
practised upon him. He is indeed guil- 
ty of the greatest injustice; he deprives 








*Matthew,vii. 12 


his fellow men of their liberty, that gift 


of heaven which is estimated as the great- 
est of civil blessings; and whichis the 
natural, and, (whilst we are not distur- 
bing the peace and tranquility of our 
neighbours,) the unalienable right of the 
whole human race. And here we would 
observe that as the practice itself is clear- 
ly unjust, it cannot be warranted by any 
commercial considerations, That whick 
is morally wrong cannot be politically 
right. And our beneficent Creator has 
wisely ordered that our duty and ourin- 
terest should be intimately combined;— 
and it is contrary to his gracious purpose 
that gain and advantage should be sought 
by one part of his rational creation, from 
the distress and suffering of another. 

It has been alledged by some, that the 
natives of Africa area race of beings in- 
terior to ourselves. If the intellectual 
powers of the present inhabitants of Ku- 
rope are more vigorous than theirs, they 
should ever consider with thankfulness 
the means by which they have risen te 
their state of mental energy. If, in the 
inscrutable orderings of his Divine Pro- 
vidence, that Being who is all power- 
ful, and all-wise, has accelerated the dif- 
fusion of moral and religious knowledge 
through this quarter of the globe, are we 
not showing our ingratitude for the bles- 
sing bestowed upon us, by acts of cruelty 
and oppression te them? But is not 
their conduct under the sufferings te 
which they are subjected, a proo! that 
they possess the common feelings of hu- 
manity? Our intercourse with them, 
and the authentic reports of travellers, 


clearly show that they are capable of 


kindaess, sensibility and gratitude; that 
they can make improvements in the arts 
of agriculture and mechanics, and that 
they can adopt wise and just regulations 


& | for the good order of society, 


It has also been maintained by some, 
that we are justified in forcing the inhab- 
itants of Africa from their native soil, te 
make them acquainted with the bless- 
ings of Christianity. To those we woulé 
reply—The Divine Founder of our reli- 
gion used no endeavours to compel his 
hearers to accept his doctrine, or to obey 
his precepts.—Even the Jews, who had 
been the peculiar objects of Almighty 
protection, who had, through many suc- 
cessive generations, partaken of the spe- 
cial care of God, were not to be torced te 
accept the blessings of the gospel. Te 


them its promises were offered, & when. 
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by that nation they were rejected, the 
Saviour of the world, even when enume- 
rating their sins and transgressions, so 
far from employing any compulsory pow- 
er, pronounced this pathetic lamentation: 
*Oh Jerusalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her a under her 
wings, and ye would not.”t He is our 
Lord and Master: He is the great Head 
of the Christian Church: - His precepts 
and his examples are equally obligatory 

non all his true disciples, in all ages & 

_all countries. If we follow them, in 

e meekness and lowliness which he 
wught, under the influence of his Spirit, 
we shall be happy here, and happy here- 
after: but if, bearing his name, & calling 
eurselves his disciples, even though we 
profess to be teaching his doctrine—if we 
rejecthis exampie, and violate his pre- 
eepts, in the presence of those who have 
not, like ourselves, been partakers of the 
outward knowledge of the gospel, awful 
and fearful will be our future condition. 

The nations of Ewrope owe indeed a 
heavy debt to Africa. Instead of impro- 
ving the opportunity of their commercial 
intercourse with that unoffending people 
to exemplify the excellence of the Chris- 
tian religion by the kindness of their con- 
duct, and the purity of their morals;— 
instead of endeavoring to convey to 
them a knowledge of those exalted views, 
of that increase of temporal happiness, 
which the spirit of Christianity produces, 
many of them have gone forth to plun- 
der and to ravage, to spread desolation 
and terror, to practice injustice and cru- 
elty in their most odious forms; and thus 
have caused the name of Christ to be 
blasphemed among the Gentiles through 
them. 

We appeal to all who have felt that 
love of their country which is inherent 
in our nature; who can appreciate the 
blessings and enjoyments of social life; 
who can form an estimate of the endear- 
ing relation of parents and children, of 
brothers and sisters, of husband and wife. 
We entreat all toreflect on the violation 
of those feelings which is now practised 
on the Continent of Africa; to cultivate 
in their. minds from day to day, and from 
year to year, sentiments of pity for those 
unhappy ~sufferers;—to embrace every 
opportuoity of advocating their cause a- 
mong their neighbours, with Christian 


Matthew, xxiii, 37. 





firmness and love; and to obtain and dif- 
fuse correct information on the nature 
and extent of the traffic, by every means 
in their power, and in such a way as be- 
comes the subjects of a Christian govern- 
ment. ‘The performance of acts of kind- 
ness and love to others is permitted by 
our great Creator, in his unmerited mer- 
cy, to bring an immediate reward ;—a re- 
ward of such intrinsic value, that it be- 
comes a strong incentive to further deeds 
of benificence & humanity.—Surely then 
an attempt to rescue our fellow-men from 
the most cruel and distressingsufferings, 
is a pursuit worthy of our unwearied ex- 
ertions, not only as our duty, but from 
the satisfaction which it may itself afford. 

We hope that none will be disheartened 
from doing their utmost in this good 
cause, from the thought that their efforts 
will be of little avail. No one kuows, 
let his station be ever so obscure, let his 
sphere of action be ever so limited, what 
may be the result of his persevering at- 
attempts in the cause of justice and mer- 
cy. Great events have often followed 
what appeared to be but small and unim- 
portant beginings. And we earnestly 
entreat those, whose influence may be 
more extensive, to lose no time, to neg- 
lect no opportunity of pleading a cause, 
in which the happiness and comfort of aa 
incalculable number of our fellow men, 
are most deeply involved. 

If the foregoing should be read by any 
who are employed in this cruel traftic,.we 
would suggest to these a few reflections, 
We feel, whilst thus attempting to des- 
cribe the miseries which you are inflict- 
iag, that you also are our brethren—that 
although we view your actions with in- 
dignation & abhorrence, you are the eb- 
jects of our tender pity. As we are be- 
lievers in a future state of rewards and 
punishments, we would warn you in 
Christian love of the awful termination 
of that course of wickedness whieh you 
are pursuing. Our Lord, our righteous 
Judge declared, “Blessed are the merci- 
ful, for they shall obtain mercy;”—what 
then will become of the unmerciful and 
erucl? In the same most excellent dis- 
course, he uttered this solemn sentences 
“With what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.” What then 
will be the portion of those who have 
meted out cruelty, distress, and sorrow, 
to the innocent and unprotected? 

The voice ot reason and justice, the 





voice of humanity and religion, proclaims 
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that the Slave Trade is an iniquity of 


the deepest die. May the friends of the 
abolition of this abominable traffic, where- 
ver, they are scattered, combine their ef- 
forts in this righteous cause—may their 
energy and alacrity be in proportion to 
the enormity of the evil—may their pa- 
tience and perseverance be in proportion 
to the difficulties which they have to en- 
counter; and may the laborers increase 
until the trade be eradicated from the 
face of the earth! 

May it please the Almighty Parent of 
the universe to hasten the period of its 
extirpation, & by this & other means to 
prepare for the coming of that day, when 
after the rising of the sun even to the go- 
ing down of the same, his name shall be 
greatamong the Gentiles; and in every 
place incense shall be offered unto his 
name, anda pure offering.” 

Signedin, by order, and on behalf of the 
Yearly Meeting of the said Society, 
beld in London, the 25th of the fifth 
ymonth, 1822, by 

JOSIAH FORSTER. 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 
=== 
FROM THE WESTERN CITIZEN. 

Mr. Lyle,—I1t is the boast of Kentucky 
that her sons are growing opulent by 
commercial traffic; that they are tast 
surmounting the obstacles of a misera- 
ble circulating medium, by turning it 
into stock, or other produce of this fer- 
tile country, sending them to distant 
markets, and by this means converting 
their almost worthless trash into money. 
Where nature in her whims has not 
thought it necessary to place navigable 
streams, they with the. spirit of enter- 
prize, incident to Colnmbia’s free born 
sons, have found land-roads by which 
they convey their live stock to market. 
They have, heedless of difficulties, with 
their horses, their cattle, and their hogs, 
surveyed the movntains’ heights, en- 
countered the rushing torrent, endured 
the merciless pelting of the snow,hail and 
rain. And yet all this is laudable, be- 
cause commercial traffic is necessary to 
the very existence of civil government. 

We will now turn our attention to the 
river Ohio, on whose bosom the barks 
ef Kentucky float, laden with the pro- 
duce of her soil. This for a time was 
the only source of trade we had—we 
now carry iton in a very considerable 
degree. Steam Boats have been erec- 
toll, in order for the furtherance of trade, 


to render the voyage to the lower coun- 
Wy more commodious and expeditious. 
This I commend, f admire, but whilst 
every honorable spicies of traffic is lau» 
dable, there is yet one which every free- 
man of nice feelings, or even the com- 
mon feelings, of humanity, must look 
upon with disgust, with abhorrence, as 
disgraceful to a land of liberty, or of ty- 
ranny—lI mean the diabolical, damning; 
practice of SOUL-PEDLING, or the 
purchasing of negroes, and driving 
them like brutes to market. This isa 


kind of business commenced at first on © 


a moderate scale, in Kentucky,but now 
grown so enormously as to become truly 
nee Oh conscience! has remorse 
totaily lost its sting? Has heaven ne 
lightning eternally to blast the abemina- 
bie wretches who first introduced this 
nefarious trade? 

Having business in Paris, on Tuesday 
17th inst. [ there witnessed a scene 
more shocking to humanity than any 
that has ever come within my notice.— 
Never shall I forget the painful sensa- 
tions with which the horrid spectacle 
filled me, until the last round of time is 
run, and the universe sinks again inte 
the chaos from whence it arose. Oh! 
that the obliterating hand of time could 
efface the scene from my memory, for it 
was acted in the country that gave me 
bieth, the land of liberty and indepen- 
dence, the boasted asylum of the misera- 
ble and oppressed: I there beheld 
YMetween seventy-five and one hun- 
dred miserable wretches galling under 
the yoke of despots, (which by the way 
is too mild a name for their iron hearted 
oppressors,) doomed tu leave their home, 
their country, and their friends, render- 
ed ever dear to them by the strongest 
ties of nature, from the earliest dawn of 
life. Chained and guarded, they were 
driven like other stock, from their native 
land. They were paraded on the public 
square, in front of the court house, tlie 
seat of justice. Over their unhappy 
heads, that benner waved under which 
our fore-fathers fought and bled for the 
liberty and independence which they at- 
tained in the glorious ‘issue of the con- 
test. This was the most “unkind cut 
of al!,” to hoist the “Star Spangled Ban- 


ner” the flag of freedom, the Eagle of 











proud America, over a set of poor un- 
happy slaves, fettered to misery, to 
despair, who never knew Liberty, save 
in dreams of the night, or the airy vig: 
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ions of the day. Shameful prostitution! ,system andthe principle by the colour 
‘The arm of retributive justice must one lof the slave—At another by the assumed 
day fall upon the heads of these aliens | fact of the a iat of the Africans in 
from refined society, for the heaven-dar- | point of inte!lectual powers—At anoth- 
ing hell deserving traffic they are enga- jer, by the curse of Noah dooming his son 
ged in. ‘Ham and his posterity to perpetual 
One word more, and I have done—I slaverv-—Again by the example of Abra- 
hope’ a thinking world will not deem me ham—Abraham. had servants, both bora 
too severe with gentlemen traders. If in his house and bought with his money. 
it does, I have this comfort left me still; And finally by the law of Moses, which 
there is an inward something which whis- permitted the Israelites to enslave their 
pers me I have done right.—This, by the neighbors, and leave them an inheritance 
woralist, is called conscience—l believe unto their children forever. 
a something with which the honorable} And suchisthe confidence inspired by 
soul-pedlarshave had a desperate combat. | such authorities, that, not satisfied with 
They have gained the glorious victory— merely standing on the defensive, they 
Conscience is vanquished and doomed to boldly attack their adversaries’ whenev- 
a perpetual, dishonorable exile, from er they come into contact with them, de 
their bosoms, on account of its. casual, nouncing them as disturbers of the peace 


impertinent intrusions. 
PHILANTHROPIST. 
=— 
From the Abolition Intelligencer. 


SURPRISING [INFLUENCE OF 
PREJUDICE, 

“Yeknow not what spirit ye are of,” 
said the Saviour of sinners, on a certain 
occasion, to his over-zealous deciples.— 
The history of the world proves, that this 
remark contains an universal proposi- 
fion; applicable to every individual of 
our race. 

Shocked at the cruelties which the 
Prophet foretold he would commit, when 
invested with regal power, “Am I a dog,” 
said Hazael, “that I should do such 
things,” “and yet,’ as a certain one ex- 
presses it, “the Dog did it.”? Even con- 
scientious persons not unfrequently shud- 
der at the very thoughts of those things, 
in which, aftera change of circamstan- 
ces, and a gradual progress in a course 
of aproximation, they can indulge them- 
selves without remorse. 

It will perhaps scarcely be believed, 
by the pious and benevolent in those re- 
gions where slavery is unknown, that the 

rofessed deciples of the meek and low- 
y Redeemer, who enjoined it on all his 
followers to “do unto others as they 
would that they should do unto them,” 
are, not uefrequently, found to be the 
most strenuous advocates for the system 
of African Slavery, and the most intol- 
erant persecutors of those, who have the 
hardihood to call into question its mor- 
tality. Such however is the fact; .and 
asonand scripture are both perverted 

td bear them out, 


Mt one tince we begr them justify the 


{ 


‘ter their situation. 


-of society, and violaters of the establish- 
ed order of Heaven. 

We would mot be understood to say 
that:all who hold slaves take this course, 
‘or manifest such a spirit. On the con- 
_trary,we verily believe there are nuabers 
who most ardently wish to see some plan 
put into operation, by which the benevo- 
lence of their hearts may.be indulged, in 


letting the oppressed go free, under cir- 


cumstances which would promise to bet- 
Nor would we be 
understood to msinuate that all who thus 
strenuously advocate slavery are hypo- 
critical in their professions. ‘They may 
be very sincere in their belief ef the cor- 
rectness of the arguments by which they 
endeavor to support a favorite system. 
But their sincerity by no means proves 
that they are correct. 

Accustomed, from their infancy, to 
see black people drudges for the whites 
—treated with severity—denied the pri- 
vilege of complaining and having never 
heard the propriety of such treatment 


_ called in question, they see no more harm 


in making the negro work than in mak- 

ing the ox work.—They are both equally 

the property of the master, and may with 

ot same propriety be used for his bene- 
t. 

When to the strength of this prejudice. 
of education we add self interest, which 
has the majestic power of vitiatiug the 
organ of moral vision so as to give an en- 
tirely different colouring and aspect to 
all objects, and at the same time of so far 
biasing the jadgment that “the wreng 
| will appear the better side,”’ need we be. 
Surprised that there are so many adve- 





cates of African slavenm imstave statey: 
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The only way, we apprehend, of en-| 
‘listing the symoathies of such characters 
in favor of suffering humanity is to change 
the scene. Let it be removed across 
the Atlantic. Instead of contemplating 
the subjugation of Africa’s sable sons on 
the shores of America; behold the free- 
born sons of America in servile bondage 
en the coasts of Africa. See those nv- 
ble and generous spirits, once the pride 
and bulwark of their country, new groan- 
ing under the yoke of slavery and smart- 
Ing under the lash of the Algerine-—~ 
Where is the callous wretch that can con- 
template this scene without emotion ?— 
Where isthe obdurate heart that does 
pot burn with indignation against those 
infidel tyrants who can thus deliberately 
trample on the !aws of nations and on 
the rights of humanity. : 

Nor is this picture the production of 
fancy. Most of us recollect the burst of 
indignation that was manifested a few 
ey since throughout the United States, 

rom Maine toGeorgia against the Barba- 
ry powers by whom our unfortunate tars 
were kept in bondage. Aud we say that 
that indignation was laudable. It was 
the language of nature, unawed by power 
—-It was the language of free men. 

Now we ask where is the mighty differ- 
ence between the slavery of: Americans 
on the coastef Africa and the slavery of | 
Africans on the coast of America. You 
tell me that there is a very wide differ- 
ence. That the characters of the mas- 
ters are different and their manner of 
treating their slaves still more so. Gran- 
ted, the master on one side is professed- 
ly christian, on the other Mahomedan— 

he slaves on one hand are treated with 
the most refined cruelty, and on the oth- 
w with humanity. But what has this 
to do with the abstract questivn? Still 
slavery thou arta bitter.draught.”” And 
where ig the American that would have 
been willing to abandon his country to 
perpetual s Ae them and their off- 
Spring upon condition that they should 
be humanely treated by their masters? 

But multitudes are ready to rise up 
and indignantly tell us that there is a 
‘much greater cause of differeace—*That 
the Africans are black—a demonstra- 
tion that they were intended to be slaves 
for the whites.”” Here again we see the 
ip re of education, for there is sure- 
x no ground in the nature of the case 

‘Justify such a conclusion. 


thus ‘argue as‘tlespots and hypocrites and 
thieves and robbers? Such a course 
might manifest much zeal but evidently 
would not display that charity which ho- 
peth all things. We ourselves, are per- 


circumstances,than to onr superior wis- 

dom or superior correctness of moral 

principle that we are not among the num- 
ber of tyrants who are daily lording if 
over the unfortunate sons of Africa. 

. Letus then learn to pity rather than 

dispise our infatuated fellow mortals, 

whe seem to think themselves justifiable 
in saying all manner of evil of us falsely 
for the sake of the Africans. Let us 
learn to restrain our feelings and to rea- 
son rather than revile, and who knows 
but that some argument cloathed witli 
the resistless energy of truth may reach 
their understandings and strike convicé 
tion to their hearts. | 

We shall hereafter attend to ‘their 
arguments, 

=== 
FROM THE SAME. ; 

The following circular was sent dow, 
by the Abolition Society of Kentucky at 
their late conivention, to the several 
branches. 

CIRCULAR. 

TO THE AUXILIARY BRANCHES GOMPOSING 
THE KENTUCKY ABOLITION SOCIETY, 
AND TO OUR FELLOW @ITIZENS IN GE- 
NERAL. | 

We, the delegates, composing the an- 
nual convention for the year 1822, hold- 
ing as our motte, that “no post is more 
honorable than his who supports and de- 
fends the rights of man,’’beg leave, affec- 
tionately to address you. 

Friends and Fellow Citizens—We did 

not associate together for profit or self 

aggrandizement, but for the relief of suf- 
fering humanity; as our constitution 
clearly sets forth. .We do solemnly ap* 
peal to the Supreme Judge of the Uni- 


to all men, and as we may have oppor 
tunity, to lend our aid to distressed hu> 
manity, in every condition. Were we 
disposed to rest the justness of our cause 
on human authority, we could boast of 
having on our side, the greatest, and wis! 
est and best of men, living in our own 
country, and elsewhere, beth civil an@- 
ecclesiastical. 

Individually and collectively, we can. 
claim as our object, that which is the com- 
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haps indebted more. to peculiarities of 


verse, that our intention is to do justly» 
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viz. extending assistance to the distress- HEROIC NEGRO. 
ed. As republicans, and taking for our} Greater cruelty was perhaps never 
direction the invaluable «Declaration of exercised than by the Europeans to the 
Rights,” together with the holy scrip-;negroes of Surinam, Stedman relates, 
tures, we feel constrained to say, that the| that nothing was more common than for 
involuntary and perpetual slavery of old negroes to be broken on the wheel, 
white, red, or black men, is unjust, and iand yotng ones burnt alive; and the for- 
consequently impolitic—dangerous tv titude with which they suffered,was equal 
the government, and injurious to the ris- to that of the most ardent patriof, or en- 
tog generation. thusiastic martyr. One of the fugitives, 
‘To the Auxiliary Branches we would or revolted slaves, being brought before 
say—Be not weary in well doing, for,his judges, who had condemned him 
in due time you shall reap if you faint/to hear what he had to say in his de- 
not.” For your encouragement look |fence, he requested to be heard a few 
back 20 years. See the great progress |minutes before he was sent to execution, 
of light and civilization and benevolence | when leave being granted, he thus ad- 
during that period! With what resplen- | dressed them: ; ee 
dence may we not anticipate they will) “I was born in Africa; while defend- 
shine, in our own beloved country, and ing my prince in battle, | was taken 
throughout the world, in the course of! prisoner, and sold as a slave on the coast 
twenty years tocome. And with these of Guinea. One of our countrymen, who 
prospects in view, may we not fondly |sits amongst my jucges, purchased me, 
hope, that ere long the foul and degrad-| Having been cruelly treated by his over 
ing blot of slavery shall be purged from) seer, 1 deserted and went to join the re- 
our national escutcheon; when the uni-|bels in the woods. ‘There also 1 was 
ted voice of wise and good men shall no' condemned tv be the slave of their chief, 


o. 





more be heard upbraiding us as unjust 
and inconsistent. 

We exhort you all to continue with 
unwearied diligence, in seeking for jus- 
tice in behalf of those persons, who are 
iilegally held in bondage, or are sold to 
the inhuman slave trader, who without 
any motive but that of sordid avarice, 
carries them beyond the reach of help or 
hope. As you have opportunity, incul- 
cate on the minds of all free people of 
colour the necessity of honesty, industry 
and frugality; together with the great 
utility of education, that they may be 


. fitted for the great duties of life. And 


finally, we exhort all the members of our 
connection, that they endeavor, by pro- 
per means, to soften the prejudices of 
men who hastily judge and condemn us; 
and by their upright conduct toward all 
men, they may put to shame the forked 
tongue of slander. 

For particulars we refer you to your 
delegates and to our minutes. May the 
blessing of Almighty God, and of those 
who are ready to perish be yours, now 
and for ever more, is the prayer of yours 
in the bonds of philanthropy. 

ttest, 


HUGH WILEY, 
President. 
&./ DUNCAN, gr. Secretary. 


Maysville, Sept. 12, 1892, 


|Bonas, whotreated me with still more 
‘cruelty than the whites, which obliged 


me todesert a second time, determined 


to fly from the human species forever, 
and to pass the rest of my life innocently, 
and alone in the woods. I had lived 
two years in this manner, a prey to the 


| greatest hardships and the most dreadful 


anxiety, merely attached to life, by the 
hepe of once more seeing my beloved 
family, who are perhaps starving, owing 
to my absence. ‘wo years of misery 
had thus passed, when I was discovered 
by the rangers, and brought before this 
tribunal, which now knows the wretched 
history of my life.” 

This speech was pronounced with 
the greatest moderation, and by one of 
the finest negroes in the colony. His 
master, who, as he had remarked, was 
one of his judges, unmoved by the pa- 
thetic and eloquent appeal, made him 
this atrocious laconic reply, ‘Rascal, it is 
of little consequence to us to know what 
you have been saying; but the torture 
shall make you confess crimes as black 
as yourself, as well as those of your de- 
testable accomplices.” At these words, 


the negro, whose veins seemed to swell 
with indignation and contempt, retorted: 
“These hands,” stretching them forth, 
“have made tigers tremble, yet you dare 
to threaten me with that despicable in- 
Byrument!, No; I despise all the tm- 
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ments which you can now invent, as well 
as the wretch who is about to inflict 
them. On saying these words, he threw 
himself on the instrument, where he suf- 
fered the most excruciating torture with- 
out uttering a syllable. 

SS EER 

MUSES’ BOWER, 


And Miscellaneous Department. 





vimericans, plead for the rights of mankind — 
Of the bond-man as well as the free: 
Unrivet the fetters of body and mind. 














* Neath the shade of your Liberty Tree. 





For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. | 


REFLECTIONS ON SLAVERY. 
Must Afric’s sons be forc’d to toil, 
Beneath the burning zone; 
And abject slaves in frecdom’s plain 
Be heard to sigh and groan. 
See, man from wife, parent from child, 
Brother from sister torn! 
In servitude to tyrant men, 
With sighs and grief to mourn. 
Observe, how brutal demons drive 
Their hand-cuff’d slaves along! 
Gan you behold this dreadful scene, 
And not pronounce it wrong? 
Porbid it freemen, you have power, 
This shameful curse to stay: 
Wrest from his hands the despot’a lash, 
And stop the tyrant’s sway. | 
Kind nature shudders at such guilt, 
{n this bless’d land so free, | 
And sighing says, “Americans 
Can this be liberty?” 
To heaven’s boundless concave will 
Their sighs and groans ascend: 
And injured justice soon or late 
Their sacred rights defend. 
LYSANDER. 
———eee 3S ED 3S 
The following beautiful lines were 
wddressed to the Agent of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, bya Lady in Connecticut. 
: AFRICA. 
Land of the wise! where science broke 
Like morning from chaotic deeps, 


“Where Moses, holy prophet, woke, 


Where Parsons, youthful martyr, 
sleeps. 
Land a the brave! where Carthage rear- 


‘Gainst haughty Rome, ae warrior’s 
crest; 
Where Cato, like a god 


Indignant pierced his patriot breast. 
Land of the scorned, the exil’d race! 


= 





Who fainting ’neath oppressive toil, 
With never ceasing tears retrace, - 
Their eon shade, their father’s 
sOl!. 
Shall blest Benevolence extend 
Her angel reign from sea to sea, 
Nor yet one glance of pity bend, 
Deserted Afriea! on thee? 

Shall Mercy’s ardent heralds haste 
(er all the earth with zeal benign, 
Dare baleful clime, and burning waste 

Yet coldly turn their course from 
thine? 
Did nature bid the torrid skies 
Glare fiercly o’er thy desert glade, 
In heathen gloom benight thine eyes 
And cloud thy brow with ebon shade? 
And must thy brother’s hatred find 
A doom that nature never gave? 
A curse that nature ne’er design’d? 
The tetter and the name of Slave! 
Haste lift from Afric’s wrongs the veil, 
Ere the Eternal Judge arise, 
Who lists the helpless prisoner’s wail, 
And counts the tears from misery’s 
eyes. 
Oh! ere the flaming skies reveal 
That frown which none can meet and 
live, 
Teach her before his throne to kneel 
And like her saviour pray—Forgive.” 
—<=n 3 
The following should have been inser- 
ted sooner, but for the press of origin- 
al matter, which seemed to demand a 
precedence. , 


To the editor of the Genius of Universdt 
Emancipation. 

If you will please to publish the enclo- 

sed, you will gratify a number of your 


readers, and oblige 
Your Friend, As 


Maysville, (Ky.) 1822. 
EPILOGUE 


Toa Theatrical piece called “The Pad» 
ock.” 
WRITTEN BY AN ENGLISH OLERGYMAR. 
Mungo, who in the above piece acted 

the part of a servant, enters and address~ 

es the ience as follows; 

“Thank you, my massas! have you laugh 
your fill? 

Then let me speak, nor take that free- 
dom ill. 


| E’en from my tengue some artless truths 
revered, ; 


may fal : 
And outraged Natare claima the care of 


all, 
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My talein any place would force a tear, 

But calls for stronger, deeper feelings 
here; 

For whilst { tread the free born British 
land, 

Whilst naw before me crowded Britons 
stund— 

Vain, ¥ain that glorious privilege to me, 

f ana slave, when all things else are free. 

Yet was.f born, as you are, no man’s, 
slave, 

An heir to all that liberal Nature gave; 

My mind can reason and my limbs car 
move 

The same as yours; like yours my heart 
can love, 

Alike my body food and sleep sustain, 

And e’en like yours, feel pleasure, want, 
and pain. 

One sun rolls o’er us, common skies sur- 
round, 

One globe supports us, and one grave 
must bound. 

Why then am | devoid of ail to live, 

That manly comforts to a man can give? 


‘To live—untaught Religion’s soothing 


balin, 

Or life’s choice arts; to live—unknown 
the calm 

Of soft domestic ease; the sweets of life, 

The duteous offspring, and th’ eudeariug 
witer 

To live—to property and rights un- 
known, 

Not e’en the common benefits my own! 

No arm to guard me from Oppression’s 
rod, 

Aly will subservient to a tyrant’s nod! 

No gentle hauds, when life is in decay, 

To soothe my pains, and charm my cares 
away; 


Bat helpless leltto quit the horrid stage, 


Harrassed in youth, and desolate in age. 
But I was bora on Afric’s tawny strand, 


' And you in fair Britannia’s fairer land. 


Comes freedom, then, from colour? Blush 
with shame, 

And let strong Nature’s erimson mark 
yeur blame. 

f speak te Britons.—Britons, then, be- 
hold, 

A man by Britons snared, and seized and 
sold! 


And et no British’ statute damns the 


eed, 
Nor do the worse than haialienaibe vil- 
lains bleed. : 
3 sons of freedom! equalize your laws, 
all consistent, plead the negroes’ 
Cause 


> 











That every nation in n your code may see 


The British Negro, tike the Briton, free. 
But, should he ‘supplicate your laws ia 
vain, 
To break, forever, this disgraceful chain, 
At least let gentle usage so abate 
The galling terrors of its passing state, 
That he may share kind heaven’ s all so- 
cial plan; 
For, tho’ no Brition, Mungo is—a Man. 
a = Gee 

It is stated that in the year 1741, thiv- 
feen negroes w ere burnt alive, in the ci- 
ty of New York, for insurrectionary ef- 
forts. Yet this did not prevent the work 
of emancipation from going en; but it is 
very probable that it had a tendency to 
accelerate it. “The most sure way to 
prevent a revolt among an oppressed 
people, is to do them justice. ‘The con- 
sequence of drawing a cord too tight, wilt 
be, that it must inevitably break. 

G. U. Eman. 
ats 3 QD os 
ERRATA. 

In page 18, first column, seventeentia 
line from the bottom, for avaricious cov- 


etousness, read avarice or covetousness. 
” Vo Re ane: teens 


lo Reapers AnD Coanzsroxpanrs: 

My valued friend and correspondent 
« Humanitas,” has again made his ap- 
pearance, Since the ‘removal of the es- 
tablishment something of a difficulty has 
been experienced in receiving his com— 
munications, and this has occasioned a 
considerable of a delay in the publica- 
tion of the article which appears in this 
number. 

A letter from an highly esteemed 
friend in this country, to a noted person- 

e in Engiand, on the subject of slave- 
ry, the slave trade, &c. will appear im 
next number. 

An excellent communication from a 
female friend near Baltimore is received, 
and may also be expected next month. 
acer - —————d 
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The Genius of Universal Emancipa- 
tion is published monthly, inGreeneville, 
Greene County, Tennessee, at one dollar 
per annum, payable in advance. ‘The 
difficulty in collecting small sums ata 
distance, renders a ‘strict: adherence to 
this rule indispensably necessary. 

BCP? The currency, or such Bank bills 
as may be in general circulation in the 
different States or Territories in which 
subscribers reside, will be received im 

payment. 
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